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Platform status

After more than 10 years in orbit :

✓ No limitation of mission duration involved

✓ Gyro swap strategy to prevent JA2-like gyro anomalies: next swap 
foreseen in November 2027

✓ PCE sections swap strategy to prevent JA2-like PCE anomalies: last 
swap (S1 – S7  S2 – S8) in February 2025 – no change in the near 
future

✓ STR NeN0 update to increase STR validity

 Last one in November 2025 – no change in the near future.

JASON-2 lessons learnt & ageing mitigation actions

No SHM occurrences since the 2020/06/15th

✓ Both half satellites available 

✓ All subsystems available

✓ All sub-systems operational with nominal performances 

Launched on 01/17/2016



OSTST 2026

Payload Status

• Core Payload
• POSEIDON3 :     OK

• Good Altimeter Health

• Excellent Measurement Stability (short and long term)

• DORIS      OK
• Availability = 100% over the period

• DIODE-MOE comparison over reporting period: stable

• AMR      OK 
• No observable long-term drift

• 99.87% availability over the last year

• GPSP-A      OK
• Overall availability 98.96% over the last year

• Passengers
• CARMEN / AMBRE     OK
• LPT      OK (degraded TM patched on ground)



OSTST 2026

Ground & Operations Status

• Earth terminals :
• Usingen – USG2,  USG1                        OK

• Wallops, Fairbanks and Barrow (CDAS)              OK

• Control Centers :
• JCCC CNES Control center                     OK

• all the elements are OK 

• SOCC NOAA Control center                    OK

• all the elements are OK

• Instrument Commanding and Monitoring Centers :
• SSALTO for CNES instruments                   OK

• JPL Mission facility for NASA/JPL instruments          OK

• Passengers Mission centers                    OK
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Activities since last OSTST 

• Exceptional activities :
• 2nd tandem with Sentinel-6MF from Jan. 25 to June 25  OK

• Analysis on tandem phase are presented in papers: 

• Analyzing the Sentinel-6A / Jason-3 second tandem phase to assess the missions consistency 

• Exploitation of the two tandem phases between Jason-3 and Sentinel-6 MF for instrumental 
stability assessment

• Transfer to 1st JA3 LRO (geodetic) orbit in June 25   OK

• 3 major bus GPS synchronization anomalies in 2026   OK

• Due to ground interference – no impact on the products

• Transfer to “JA3 interleaved LRO” end of June 26   ON-GOING

https://ostst.aviso.altimetry.fr/programs/abstracts-details.html?tx_ausyclsseminar_pi2%5Baction%5D=show&tx_ausyclsseminar_pi2%5Bcontroller%5D=Abstracte&tx_ausyclsseminar_pi2%5BobjAbstracte%5D=4475&cHash=0d2d9b90f51b8bbd30b1122a92c88c52
https://ostst.aviso.altimetry.fr/programs/abstracts-details.html?tx_ausyclsseminar_pi2%5Baction%5D=show&tx_ausyclsseminar_pi2%5Bcontroller%5D=Abstracte&tx_ausyclsseminar_pi2%5BobjAbstracte%5D=4454&cHash=e8b286e9b68d962cc0f59beb83bceb55
https://ostst.aviso.altimetry.fr/programs/abstracts-details.html?tx_ausyclsseminar_pi2%5Baction%5D=show&tx_ausyclsseminar_pi2%5Bcontroller%5D=Abstracte&tx_ausyclsseminar_pi2%5BobjAbstracte%5D=4454&cHash=e8b286e9b68d962cc0f59beb83bceb55
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OGDR : Status and performances 

• NRT products made by EUMETSAT and 
NOAA/ESPC Mission Center

• No major changes in the period

• EUMPC : ~100% OGDR successful for PLTM1 
acquired at USG

• NOAA ESPC : ~100% OGDR successful for PLTM1 
acquired at CDAS

• 100 % OGDR products archived, all disseminated 
via EUMETCast and via NOAA dissemination 
services
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IGDR : Status and performances

• Jason-3 IGDR processing is OK (CNES : 100% IGDR successful) 

• 100% IGDR products archived

• All disseminated via CNES AVISO+ and NOAA dissemination services

• 98.3% of IGDRs distributed in less than 1.5 days over the last year (specification 95%)

Late MET files

Late orbit 
products

Special 
calibration 

impacts

Metscript server 
anomaly

SPA processor 
anomaly

MFWAM late 
delivery
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GDR - Status and performances

• Jason-3 GDR processing is OK

• Cycle per cycle (and yearly) validation reports available on AVISO+  
http://www.aviso.altimetry.fr/en/data/calval/systematic-calval.html 

• Systematic cross checked validation 
by CNES and JPL

• Data availability & latency OK

• GDR produced by CNES/SSALTO

• Currently GDR-G

• 100% GDR products archived

• All disseminated via CNES
AVISO+ and NOAA
dissemination services

http://www.aviso.altimetry.fr/en/data/calval/systematic-calval.html
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Performances – data availability

• Very good data availability over ocean : more than 99% calibrations included
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Products major Evolutions (1)

• Orbit and operational processing standard changes :

Orbit Cycles Dates Standards

Interleaved 396 to 400 26/11/2024 to 07/01/2025 GDRF

Reference 500 to 513 30/01/2025 to 02/06/2025 GDRG01

LRO 600 and on From 18/06/2025 GDRG01

Corresponding to the 2nd tandem phase



OSTST 2026

Products major Evolutions (2)
Variable \ Version GDRG01 (current version) GDRG02 (next version)

Orbit POE-G

MSS MSS CNESCLS 2023

MDT MDT CNESCLS 2018

Ocean Tide FES 22c

Range Correction of the equatorial band 
bias

Radiometer Brown correction of the radiometer 
drift

Sigma0 (+wind speed) CAL CNG drift correction included

Filtered ionospheric correction increased length of the filtering Improved filtering length 
parametrization

SSB Retrieved from GDR-F Computed with a 3-year dataset

SWH Inclusion of negative SWH + change of 
the associated LUT
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Coming changes and operations (1/2)

• Transfer to 2nd LRO end of June 2026
– Transfer planned this week

– Mission will continue during the transfer

– 1 year foreseen on new LRO
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Coming changes and operations (2/2)

• After the 2nd LRO, in July 2027, Jason-3 will be transferred to previous Jason-2 LRO orbits :

→Objective is to fill as many gaps as possible before 
end of life

→ Expected feedbacks by scientific community 

 on priorities 

• Agencies decided not to request any mission 
extension after end of 2027

 → Call for end-of-life experiments open to suggestions (to be executed last month in 2027)

• As soon as the Jason-3 status becomes degraded (missing redundancy), Jason-3 will be transferred to a 
graveyard orbit

– Necessary due to French law on space operations.

– Altitude +4km or -4km wrt LRO orbit (under investigation) 
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Conclusion – Jason-3 at a glance

• Platform and instrument still in perfect conditions

• Jason-3 transited to LRO in June 2025 and will be transferred to iLRO this week

• Jason-3 is making ready to fill-in as many gaps as possible on the former Jason-2 
LROs

• Expected end of life end of 2027

 Thank you to all the teams from CNES, NOAA, EUMETSAT 
& NASA/JPL
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