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In Memoriam

“GEOSAT Altimeter Observations of Kelvin Waves and the 1986-87 
El Niño”, Science, 1 January 1988

Laury Miller, NOAA
Jason Program Scientist
Chief, Laboratory for Satellite Altimetry



3

Appreciations

...to the project teams for the difficult work done to maintain the missions 
during this unprecedented period.

… to the agencies for the successful transfer of Sentinel-6 Michael 
Freilich into the operational phase on schedule, which is critical to 
maintaining the climate data record.

…for the continuing effort to implement a consistent GDR-F standard 
across the missions, including the full-mission reprocessing of Jason-
3.
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Altimeter Constellation Reference Mission

Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich meets the requirements for the altimetry reference mission defined in 
section 6.1 of the CEOS The Next 15 Years of Satellite Altimetry: Ocean Surface Topography 
Constellation User Requirements Document. In support of this statement, the Sentinel-6 Project 
Scientists provide the following statement:
Given the analyses performed by the Sentinel-6 Mission Performance Working Group, the analyses presented at the Sentinel-6 Validation 
Team Meetings, results from the dedicated Calibration sites, and further analyses performed by the Agencies, the Project Scientists of the 
Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich mission state that:
 The performance requirements for low-resolution measurements, as set in the End User and System Requirements Documents, have 
been met;
 The performance requirements for high-resolutions measurements, as set in the End User and System Requirements 
Documents have largely been met, with deviations and processing evolutions agreed for their implementation by the end of 2022.

Regarding the long-term drift requirement, the Project Scientists agree that:
• Sufficient altimeter measurements have been captured to cross-calibrate both the Side A and Side B altimeter range measurements 
with Jason-3 to within 1 millimeter and that the drift requirement is on target to be confirmed based on analysis of a longer time series 
of measurements.

Given these findings, the Project Scientists conclude that Jason-3 can safely hand over its role as the Reference 
Altimetry Mission to Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich and move to an interleaved orbit.
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