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2026 Sentinel-6 Validation Team meeting

Tuesday, June 23 2026 - Tuesday, June 23 2026

Since the successful launch of the Copernicus Sentinel-6B satellite in November 2025, this meeting will place a
strong focus on the commissioning status and activities of this mission with this dedicated Sentinel-6 Validation
Team meeting, where teams will report on the findings from the satellite’s commissioning.
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List of event's sessions

Tuesday, June 23 2026

14:00 - 18:00
S6VT plenary session
Saal D
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Oral sessions

Tuesday, June 23 2026

S6VT plenary session

Session chairs: Pascal Bonnefond, Alejandro Egido, Severine Fournier, Eric Leuliette, Remko Scharroo, Josh
Willis

(Tue, Jun 23 2026, 14:00 - 18:00)

Saal D

14:00 - 14:14:
S6 MPWG Cal/Val activities during the S6B/S6MF tandem phase and roadmap for future

evolutions

Salvatore Dinardo (EUMETSAT, Germany), Robert Cullen (ESA, The Netherlands), Claire
Maraldi (CNES, France), Eric Leuliette (NOAA, USA), Shailen Desai (NASA/JPL, USA), Marco Meloni
(EUMETSAT, Germany)

14:14 - 14:28:
Sentinel-6B Poseidon-4 Calibration Parameters Monitoring During Commissioning and Tandem
Phase with Sentinel-6 MF
Pablo Garcia (isardSAT, Spain), Michel Guerra (isardSAT, Spain), Alba Granados (isardSAT,
Spain), Monica Roca (isardSAT, Spain), Albert Garcia-Mondejar (isardSAT, Spain), Ester Vendrell (isardSAT,
Spain), Marco Fornari (ESA-ESTEC, ltaly)

14:28 - 14:42:
Leveraging tandem satellite missions to optimize altimeter system calibration with ground
based external reflectors.
Etienne Ferrer (CLS, France), Claire Maraldi (CNES, France), Thomas Moreau (CLS, France),
Victor Quet (CLS, France), Frithjof Ehlers (CLS, France), Lionel Zawadzki (CNES, France)

14:42 - 14:56:
External Calibration Cross-Validation of Sentinel-6B and Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich During the

Tandem Phase

Albert Garcia-Mondejar (isardSAT, Spain), Adrian Flores de la Cruz (isardSAT, Catalonia),
Ferran Gibert (isardSAT, Catalonia), Monica Roca i Aparici (isardSAT, Catalonia), Marco Fornari (Rhea for ESA -
ESTEC, The Netherlands), Rob Culen (ESA -ESTEC, The Netherlands)

14:56 - 15:10:

Recent Progress in altimetry Cal/Val for all operating satellite modes at the ESA Permanent
Facility for Altimetry Calibration (with focus on Sentinel-6B)

Stelios Mertikas (Technical University of Crete, Greece), Craig Donlon (ESA/ESTEC, The
Netherlands), Emma Woolliams (The National Physical Laboratory, United Kingdom), Alejandro Egido
(ESA/ESTEC, The Netherlands), Fabrice Collard (Ocean Data Lab, France), Costas Kokolakis (Space
Geomatica, Greece), Dimitrios Piretzidis (Space Geomatica, Greece), Achilles Tripolitsiotis (Space Geomatica,
Greece), Xenophon Frantzis (Technical University of Crete, Greece)

15:10 - 15:31:
Sentinel-6 MF & Sentinel-6B calibration at the Bass Strait, Corsica and Harvest facilities
Pascal Bonnefond (Observatoire de Paris - LTE, France), Christopher Watson (University of
Tasmania, Australia), Bruce Haines (Jet Propulsion Laboratory, United States)

15:31 - 15:45:
Spectral swell characterization: application to S6 tandem phase
Laetitia Rodet (CLS, France), Claire Maraldi (CNES, France), Ourania Altiparmaki (Delft
University of Technology, Netherlands), Thomas Moreau (CLS, France), Marine De Carlo (CLS, France), Romain
Husson (CLS, France), Lotfi Aouf (Météo-France, France), Lionel Zawadzki (CNES, France), Nicolas Picot
(CNES, France)
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16:15 - 16:29:
Cal/Val and Performance Assessment of the Sentinel-6B AMR-C Radiometer
Shannon Brown (JPL, United States), Chun Sik Chae (JPL, USA), Shailen Desai (JPL, USA)

16:29 - 16:43:
Stability Assessment of the Advanced Microwave Radiometer-Climate on Sentinel-6B
Bin Zhang (Global Science and Technology, LLC., United States), Eric Leuliette (NOAA/STAR,

United States)

16:43 - 16:57:
High-resolution wet tropospheric correction in Sentinel-6 MF and B: coastal performance and
tandem phase analysis
Telmo Vieira (Universidade do Porto, Faculdade de Ciéncias, Portugal), Pedro Aguiar
(Universidade do Porto, Faculdade de Ciéncias, Portugal), Clara Lazaro (Universidade do Porto, Faculdade de
Ciéncias, Portugal), M. Joana Fernandes (Universidade do Porto, Faculdade de Ciéncias, Portugal)

16:57 - 17:11:
Sentinel-6B: towards an in-flight full characterization of Poseidon-4’s antenna using SAR
altimeter observations
Marta Alves (CLS, France), Thomas Moreau (CLS, France), Laetitia Rodet (CLS, France),
Claire Maraldi (CNES, France ), Lionel Zawadzki (CNES, France)

17:11 -17:25:
An Analysis of the Sentinel-6A/B Tandem Phase Using an Improved Antenna Pattern and

Stack Retracking
Christopher Buchhaupt (CISESS/ESSIC/UMD, United States), Salvatore Dinardo (EUMETSAT,

Germany)

17:25 - 17:39:
Radar altimetry pulse-to-pulse correlation effects: data-driven characterization from S6A/S6B

tandem phase

Gaspard Minster (CLS, France), Bastien Courcol (CLS Group (Collecte Localisation Satellites),
France), Pierre Prandi (CLS Group (Collecte Localisation Satellites), FRANCE), Marta Alves (CLS Group
(Collecte Localisation Satellites), France), Thomas Moreau (CLS Group (Collecte Localisation Satellites),
France), Claire Maraldi (CNES (Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales), France), Lionel Zawadzki (CNES (Centre
National d’Etudes Spatiales), France)

17:39 - 17:53:

Improved geophysical parameter estimation with the Weighted Least Square optimal solution
for the Sentinel-6 mission: Ku band and C band results

Anna Mangilli (CLS, France), Thomas Moreau (CLS, France), Claire Maraldi (CNES, France),
Marta Alves (CLS, France), Oriane Gassot (CLS, France), Alejandro Egido (ESA - ESTEC, The Netherlands),
Laiba Amarouche (CLS, France), Fanny Piras (CLS, France), Pierre Thibaut (CLS, France), Lionel Zawadzki
(CNES, France), Francois Boy (CNES, France), Nicolas Picot (CNES, France), Franck Borde (ESA - ESTEC,
The Netherlands)

17:53 - 18:00:
Discussion, conclusions and recommendations
Project Scientists
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Posters Sessions

S6VT plenary session
Session chairs: Pascal Bonnefond, Alejandro Egido, Severine Fournier, Eric Leuliette, Remko Scharroo, Josh
Willis

Tue, Jun 23 2026, 15:45 - 16:15 - Terrassensaal A+B

S6VTP2026_001 - Validating Retracker Performance of Sentinel-6B at the Lake Issyk Kul Observatory
(Kyrgyzstan)

Tilo Schéne (GFZ Potsdam), Alexander Zubovich (Central-Asian Institute for Applied
Geosciences (CAIAG)), Azamat Sharshebaev (Central-Asian Institute for Applied Geosciences (CAIAG)), Saskia
Esselborn (GFZ Helmholtz Centre for Geosciences), Nico Stolarczuk (GFZ Helmholtz Centre for Geosciences)
S6VTP2026_002 - A Comparison of the Sentinel-6B and Sentinel-6 MF Altimeter Instrument
Performance

Saoussen Belhadj-aissa (Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology), Shailen
Desai (Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology)
S6VTP2026_003 - Performance Analysis of Sentinel-6B and Sentinel-6 Michael Freilich during their
Tandem Phase

Linda Forster (Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Caltech), Saoussen Belhadj-Aissa (Jet Propulsion
Laboratory, California Institute of Technology Pasadena, CA), Alex Conrad (Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California
Institute of Technology Pasadena, CA), Shailen Desai (Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of
Technology Pasadena, CA), Bruce Haines (Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology
Pasadena, CA), Andy Wu (Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology Pasadena, CA)
S6VTP2026_004 - First evaluation of Sentinel-6B from the Bass Strait facility
Christopher Watson (University of Tasmania), Benoit Legresy (CSIRO), Jack Beardsley
(Integrated Marine Observing System)
S6VTP2026_005 - Sentinel-6B: The New Reference Mission for Sea Level and Wave L3 products
Cecile Kocha (CLS), Bastien Courcol (CLS), Gaspard Minster (CLS), Cristina Martin-Puig
(EUMETSAT), Deborah Hazan (CNES), Gerald Dibarboure (CNES)
S6VTP2026_006 - On the impact of the assimilation of Sentinel-6B wave data in the wave model
MFWAM

Lotfi Aouf (Division Marine et Océanographie Météo-France, CNRM), Lionel Zawadski (CNES)
S6VTP2026_007 - Recent Updates on Significant Wave Height and Wind Calibration of Sentinel-6MF/B
with Sea-State Optical Technigues and GNSS Interferometric Reflectometry at the ESA Permanent Facility for
Altimetry Calibration in Crete.
Fabrice Collard (Ocean Data Lab), Stelios Mertikas (Technical University of Crete), Craig
Donlon (European Space Agency, European Space and Technology Centre), Achilles Tripolitsiotis (Space
Geomatica), Kristine Larson (Germany), Simon Williams (United Kingdom), Panagiotis Mertikas (Technical
University of Crete), Xenophon Frantzis (Greece), Costas Kokolakis (Space Geomatica), Dimitrios Piretzidis
(Space Geomatica)
S6VTP2026_008 - Validation of Sentinel-6B NRT operational products during the commissioning and
tandem phase

Clément Lacrouts (CS Group c/o Eumetsat), Salvatore Dinardo (EUMETSAT), Bruno Lucas
(EUMETSAT), Carolina Nogueira Loddo (EUMETSAT), Flavia Lenti (CS Group c/o Eumetsat), Remko Scharroo
(EUMETSAT)
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